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CITY OF GARDNER     IN CITY COUNCIL 

 

Regular Meeting of the City Council was held remotely on Monday evening, January 4, 2021.  

 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

City Clerk Alan Agnelli called the meeting to order at 7:30 o’clock p.m.  
 

CALL OF THE ROLL 
 

City Clerk Alan Agnelli called the Roll of Members. Eleven (11) Councillors were present 

including Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, 

Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, Elizabeth 

Kazinskas, George Tyros, and James Walsh.   
 

 
 

ELECTION OF THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
 

Councillor Elizabeth Kazinskas announced that she would recuse herself on advice from the 

State Ethics Commission “as candidates [for Council President] are not allowed to vote for 

themselves. She then removed herself from meeting participation and from the Zoom screen. 
 

Councillor Scott Joseph Graves announced that for the same reasons [as stated by Councillor 

Kazinskas], that he would be abstaining. 
 

The City Clerk announced that nominations were in order for election of Council President 

for the year 2021. 
 

Councillor George Tyros nominated Councillor Elizabeth J. Kazinskas.   
 

In nominating Councillor Kazinskas, Councillor Tyros read loud the following prepared 

remarks: 
 

Thank you, Mr. Clerk,  
 

It is with pleasure that I nominate Elizabeth Kazinskas for Council President. 
  
Since April, when she simultaneously took responsibility of Council President and 

Acting Mayor, Councillor Kazinskas has navigated the challenges of the current 

pandemic admirably and with distinction as a confident and proven leader that our 

City needs.  
 

Councillor Kazinskas has established great relationships with City and State officials 

while maintaining her commitment and passion to the Community and constituents 

she serves. 
 

Thank you. 
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Councillor Ronald Cormier seconded the nomination of Councillor Kazinskas. 
 

Councillor Scott Joseph Graves nominated Councillor Scott Joseph Graves and said that 

nominations do not require a second as he did not expect anybody to second it. 
 

There  being  no  further  nominations,  the  City  Clerk  entertained  a  motion  to  close 

nominations. 
 

On a motion by Councillor Judy Mack and seconded by Councillor Nathan Boudreau, on call 

of the roll, it was voted eleven (10) yeas, Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig 

Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, 

Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh; one (1) excused, Councillor Elizabeth Kazinskas, 

to close nominations. 

 

On election, on call of the roll: 
 

Councillor James S. Boone voting for SCOTT JOSEPH GRAVES 

Councillor Nathan R. Boudreau voting ELIZABETH J. KAZINSKAS 

Councillor Craig R. Cormier voting for ELIZABETH J. KAZINSKAS 

Councillor Ronald F. Cormier voting for ELIZABETH J. KAZINSKAS 

Councillor Aleksander H. Dernalowicz voting for ELIZABETH J. KAZINSKAS 

Councillor Karen G. Hardern voting for ELIZABETH J. KAZINSKAS 

Councillor Judy A. Mack voting for ELIZABETH J. KAZINSKAS 

Councillor George C. Tyros voting for ELIZABETH J. KAZINSKAS 

Councillor James M. Walsh voting for ELIZABETH J. KAZINSKAS 
 

Having received 8 votes, Councillor Elizabeth J. Kazinskas was declared elected Council 

President.   
 

President Kazinskas assumed the Chair and expressed appreciation to her colleagues for 

electing her to the Council Presidency.  

 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

President Kazinskas led the Council in reciting the Opening Prayer. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

President Kazinskas led the Council in reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance”. 
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OPEN MEETING RECORDING & PUBLIC RECORDS ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

President Kazinskas announced that pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order 

Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §20, and the 

Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitation on the number of people that 

may gather in one place, this meeting of the Gardner City Council will be conducted via 

remote participation and broadcast live on Gardner Educational Television, Channel 8, and 

on the City’s YouTube Channel. The audio or video recording, transcript, or other 

comprehensive record of proceedings will be posted on the City’s website as soon as possible 

after the meeting.  She added that since the meeting is being conducted via Zoom, that all 

votes taken would be by roll call and asked Councillors to raise their hands to be recognized.  
 

READING & ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 
 

On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on 

call of the roll, it was voted eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors 

James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, 

Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to waive 

reading and to accept the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 21, 2020, as printed. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 
 

APPOINTMENTS 

#10381 

On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, on 

call of the roll, it was voted eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors 

James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, 

Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to refer to 

the Finance Committee for study and report A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s 
Appointment of Ethan Kolodny to the position of Assistant City Solicitor for term expiring 
January 3, 2022. 
 

 
 

PETITIONS, APPLICATIONS, COMMUNICATIONS, ETC. 
 

#10382 

On a motion by Councillor Nathan Boudreau and seconded by Councillor Craig Cormier, on 

call of the roll, it was voted eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors 

James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, 

Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to place on 

file A Communication from the Mayor Relative to the Appointment of John M. Flick to the 
position of City Solicitor for term expiring 1/3/2022.    
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#10383 

On a motion by Councillor James Boone and seconded by Councillor Nathan Boudreau, on 

call of the roll, it was voted eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors 

James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, 

Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to place on 

file A Communication from the Mayor Relative to the Appointment of Rachel  J. Stephano 
to the position of Executive Secretary for term expiring 1/3/2022. 
 
Worcester, ss.                  January 12, 2021 
 

 Then personally appeared RACHEL J. STEPHANO and made oath that she would faithfully 

and impartially perform the duties of EXECUTIVE SECRETARY according to law and the best of her 

abilities.  

 

Before me, 

      /s/ Faith A. Glover, Assistant City Clerk 
 

                  

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

#10373 

Councillor Ronald Cormier informed the Council that at the December 15, 2020 meeting of 

the Finance Committee, it was voted to recommend adoption of the Order, in conjunction 

with Calendar measures #10377 and #10378.  The Committee, he said, requested that written 

authorization for use of grant funds be obtained from MassDevelopment and then provided 

to the Council, which was received. 
 

Councillor James Walsh moved to discharge the Measure from Committee and to pass the 

order. 
 

Councillor Ronald Cormier seconded the motion. 
 

On the motion, Councillor Scott Graves questioned the reason for discharging the Measure 

from Committee. 
 

Councillor Walsh responded, saying that there is not a presently-constituted Finance 

Committee, so Councillor Ronald Cormier reported that the prior Committee recommended 

the Measure on December 15, 2020. 
 

Councillor Graves expressed disagreement with the need to discharge the Measure from 

Committee.       
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On the motion, on call of the roll, it was voted ten (10) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas 

and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander 

Dernalowicz, , Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh; one (1) nay, 

Councillor Scott Joseph Graves, to discharge the Measure from Committee and to adopt the 

following Order: 
 

AN ORDER APPROPRIATING FROM FREE CASH TO CAPITAL PROJECT –

WILLOW/MAIN STREET PROPERTY ACCOUNT. 
 

ORDER:  That there be and is hereby appropriated the sum of One Hundred Twenty 

Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($120,000.00) from Free Cash to Capital Project – 

Willow/Main Street Property Account. 
 

Presented to Mayor for Approval – January 5, 2021 

Approved – January 5, 2021 

MICHAEL J. NICHOLSON, Mayor 
 

#10377 

Councillor Ronald Cormier moved to authorize the Mayor to purchase a certain parcel on 

Willow Street further identified on the City of Gardner Assessor’s Map as MAP ID: M22-15-

47 for $65,000, from the Jonkit Realty Trust and upon such terms as the Mayor shall consider 

proper in accordance with this Vote. 
 

Councillor James Walsh seconded the motion. 
 

On the motion, Councillor James Boone expressed opposition, saying that the purpose isn’t 

clear within the Urban Renewal Plan; that he asked for plans for use of the property, but 

without them, he cannot be sure that the property is needed. 
 

Councillor Scott Graves stated that the City spent money on Rear Main Street and that 

project “was mothballed,” adding that the $120,000 to purchase this parcel would be better 

spent on developing Rear Main Street.  
 

On the motion, on call of the roll, it was voted nine (9) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas 

and Councillors Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, 

Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh; two (2) nays, Councillors James 

Boone and Scott Joseph Graves, to adopt the following Measure: 
 

             AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF GARDNER TO PURCHASE  

    PROPERTY ON WILLOW STREET  
 

VOTED: To authorize the Mayor to purchase a certain parcel on Willow Street further 

identified on the City of Gardner Assessor’s Map as MAP ID: M22-15-47 for $65,000, 

from the Jonkit Realty Trust and upon such terms as the Mayor shall consider proper 

in accordance with this Vote. 
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Presented to Mayor for Approval – January 5, 2021 

Approved – January 5, 2021 

MICHAEL J. NICHOLSON, Mayor 

 

#10378 

Councillor Ronald Cormier moved to authorize the Mayor to purchase 205-213 Main Street 

further identified on the City of Gardner Assessor’s Map as MAP ID: M22-15-49 for 

$135,000, from the H. J. and J. L. Rome Realty Trust and upon such terms as the Mayor shall 

consider proper in accordance with this Vote. 
 

Councillor James Walsh seconded the motion. 
 

On the motion, Councillor James Boone questioned if the City obtained a property appraisal. 
 

Councillor James Walsh responded, saying that the Council received only the assessed value 

from the City Assessor. 
 

Councillor Boone reiterated his concern that the Council has not received plans for use of 

the property. 
 

On the motion, on call of the roll, it was voted nine (9) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas 

and Councillors Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, 

Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh; two (2) nays, Councillors James 

Boone and Scott Joseph Graves, to adopt the following Measure: 
 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF GARDNER TO PURCHASE 205-213 MAIN STREET  
 

VOTED: To authorize the Mayor to purchase 205-213 Main Street further identified on the 

City of Gardner Assessor’s Map as MAP ID: M22-15-49 for $135,000, from the H. J. 

and J. L. Rome Realty Trust and upon such terms as the Mayor shall consider proper 

in accordance with this Vote. 
 

Presented to Mayor for Approval – January 5, 2021 

Approved – January 5, 2021 

MICHAEL J. NICHOLSON, Mayor 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Councillors extended congratulations to Council President Kazinskas on her re-election to 

the Presidency for another term. 
 

Council President Kazinskas expressed her appreciation to her colleagues for their support, 

guidance, and hard work.  
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#10384 

Council President Kazinskas proposed that, on the occasion of his retirement, a Letter of 
Appreciation be sent to City Clerk Alan Agnelli for his many years of service 
 

Councillor James Walsh moved to authorize the Council President to seen a Letter of 
Appreciation to retiring City Clerk Alan Agnelli for his many years of dedicated service to 

the City of Gardner. 
 

Councillor Judy Mack seconded the motion.  
 

Councillors offered their personal congratulations and best wishes to Mr. Agnelli.  
 

 

On the motion, on call of the roll, it was voted eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth 

Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, 

Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and 

James Walsh, to authorize the Council President to seen a Letter of Appreciation to retiring 

City Clerk Alan Agnelli for his many years of dedicated service to the City of Gardner. 
 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

President Kazinskas led the Council in the Closing Prayer. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

On a motion by Councillor Nathan Boudreau and seconded by Councillor James Boone, on 

call of the roll, it was voted eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors 

James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, 

Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to adjourn 

at 8:05 p.m. 
 

 

Accepted by the City Council:  



10385



10386












